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l. Name
hlrrortc Grlqebpqgietqqtarciler House

and/or common

2. Location
streer&number llth and Main Streets N/{- not for publicatlon

clty, town Jasper N/A vlcinlty ol

Indiana code 018 county Dubois code 037

3. Glassification
Cetcgory Ownershlp

- 
dlstrict 

- 
publlc

X OulOtng{s) X prtvate

- 
structure 

- 
both

Publlc Aequiritlon

Status

- 
occupied

- 
unoccupied

X work in progress
Accessible
f,- yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Precent Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commerclal

X educational

- 
entertainment

_ government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

- 
private resldence

- 
religious

-- 
scientilh

- 
transportation

- 
other:

- 
slte

- 
obiect 

- 
in process

* 
beinS considered

4. Owner of Property
Hi stori c

stre€t & number P.0. Box 525

city, town Jasper N/A vlcinity of Indi ana

5. Location of L al Description
courthouEe, reglrtry of deeds, etc. Recorder's 0ffice

street & number Dubois County Courthouse

Jasper srafe Indi ana 41546clty, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
1p6 National Register of Historic Places hee rhtr propcrry bo€n der€rmlnett eugtbte? X yca 

-no0.,. I 978 (Removed I 98] ) -X- fedcrel 

- 
luo 

- 
county 

- 
rocrl



7. Description
Gondltlon

- 
cxccllent

X good

- 
falr

Ghcck onc

- 
deterloreted __ unaltered

_- rulns X afiered
_- unoxposed

Ghccl onc

- 
orlglnal rlte

X movcd date I980

Dcrcrlbr tho pruont end orlglnrl {ll tnownf phyrlcrl appcrr.nc.

Thi s bui l ding 'is an unusual exampl e of
many Federa'l examples, the building is
bays wide, with the entrance centrally
feature is that the fractables of the
rather than i ncl i ned. The roof I i ne .i 

s
boxed cornice.

the Federa'l style in Indiana. As is the case with
a_simple rectangu'lar mass five bays long and three
placed on one of the long sides. The unusual

gables are stepped (corbiesteps 0r crowsteps),
othen,rise a simple pitched roof , with a plain,

The elevations consist of brick walls set on a high fie'ldstone basement, with jack-
arched openings surrounded by wide, painted wooden frames and wooden shutters. The
entrance, on the-mal!, (south) elevation,'is a semi-glazed leaf flanked by sidelights
and topped by a fanlight with radiating mul'lions. Directly above the entiance is a
balcony, which is supported by paired modillions, and encl6sed by a simple, iron
lai.ling; the central window behind the balcony has been made into a Aooi^ witn tr.iple-
lighted rectangular transom. The batcony was added in the'1890's. A basement entrance
and window to the left of center were added in the twentjeth century.

The side elevations are dominated by the six'levels of corbiesteps, which are capped
with flat slabs of stone coping. The wall towards the center of.the block (west)'is
in original condition, with a row of three windows on each floor, trinmed in the same
manner as those of the main elevation, with a single rectangular opening centrally
placed on the loft level. 0n the east elevation, facing Main Street, the second iloor
and loft openings are intact, but the outer w'indow bays-on the first floor have been
cut downward to grade 'level , and are now doorways which f'lank a large round arch,
which has replaced the central first floor window. The arch is appirently an additionof the late njneteenth century. The rock-faced voussoirs spring from fotiated imposts
and are capped by a smooth, archivolt molding, as intheRichardionian Romanesque style.
The interior of the arch is divided into three bays with transom lights; the dill lineis just beneath the top of the original basement coursing. The flanfing windows, and
a_sim'i1a11y lengthened first floor window just around the corner on the-main (south)
elevation, are trimmed with wide boards and capped with flat hood moulds

The interior has been altered a number of times.



nif icance
Pcrlod

-* 
prahletorlc

_ 14011499
_ 1500-1s99

-_ 
1600-1699

s 17(XF1799

^ 1800-1899
_ 190G-

- 
egrlculture

X archltecture

- 
8rt

- 
commerce

- 
communlcatlons

- 
gconomics

- 
educatlon

- 
engineering

- 
erploratlon/settlement

- 
industry

- 
Inventlon

Arclr of 3lgnlflcencc.-Chcck rnd iurtlly bslow

- 
ercheology'prehletorlc --..- communlty planning

-archeology-hlctorlc -conservetion

landscape architecture - - 
rellgion

-- 
law 

- 
sclence

- 
literature 

- 
sculPturc

- 
military 

- 
eoclal/

- 
muslc humanltarian

- 
phllosophy 

- 
theater

- 
politicslgoyernment 

-transporiation
- 

other (speclty)

Spcclflc detcr 1849 Builder/Architect UnknOWn

Strtcment of Eignlflclncc {ln onc parrgraphf

The Gramelspacher-Gutzweiler House has remained a s'ignificant architectural landmark 'in

Jasper desp"ite a varied historyofuses and property owners, and moving of lhe house in.198b. 
The structure's major value stems from its architectura'l merit. hli'lbur D. Peat,

'in his Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century, noted that federal sty'led houses with
stepped1spacher.Gutzwei]erHouse.inJasperisthe
most imposing representative of this class in Indiana. The number of corbiesteps (they
are usually larger and fewer), the well defined windows with painted frames, and the
circular-arched door combine to give the house a strong, rather noble character." (P. l7).

The structure was constructed for Joseph Gramelspacher and h'is wife, Sophia, in 'l849. It
was the first brick house in Jasper and is now the oldest surviv'ing structure in the town.
Little is known about Grame'lspacher; it is quite possible that,'like his wife, he mi-
grated from Germany, settling on a farm near Jasper in the 1830's. This area of Dubois
County was sett'led by a co'lony of Germans. Gramelspacher died in .|853, 

and h'is widow
sold the house in 1855.

The house changed hands
F. Durlauf. Durlauf was
and a large,stone-anched
a monument djsPlaY shoP

a number of times until '|894 when it was acqu'ired by Michael
a stone cutter, and he addqd a ba'lcony above the center entrance
window in the Main Street (east) elevation. He also operated

in the basement.

In .|906 Durlauf sold the building to Elenora A. Gutzweiler, srho converted the structure
to the Palms Garden Tavern. The Gutzweiler family,.in turn, sold the property to the
l,,lehrle family in 1960. More recently, the structure housed a senior citizens residence,
shoe repair shop, and barber shoP.

The Grame'lspacher House was listed in the National Register on November 2,.|978, but was
deleted in early 1981 after it was relocated without prior approval. The house had stood
at the corner of 7th and Main Streets, in a downtown cornmercial area, before be'ing moved
to its present site at llth and Main Streets. This action was necessary to prevent
demolition of the structure; Sears, Roebuck and Company had bought the property and
planned to raze the structure, and use the land for parking. Various community groups
banded together and arranged to move the structure in order to preserve it.
The buildjnlq was moved intact to a new location four blocks away. The new site was
formerly a iicant lot, and had no known archaeological or historical significance. Like
the old site, it was located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Main and a

cross street; this made it possib'le to preserve the building's original orientation and
its east frontage on Main Street. The home's new site is a stable cormunity with a number
of large, well-maintained, l9th century structures and is, perhapS, d more appropriate
location in vlew of the recent comrnercialization of the 7th and Main'Street area. The
relocation of any historic structure shou'ld be the subject of c1ose scrutiny, but in this
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I O. Geo raphical Data
Acrcege ot nomlnsted prop€rty Less than one acre
Quedrangte n"r" JasPer, I ndi ana
UMT Relarences

Ouadrangle sgsl6 I :24000
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Ycrbal boundary dercription and juttilication
Lot #.l5 in Kundeck's First Addition.to the Town, now city, of Jasper, Ind.iana,according to the map, p1at, or chart, thereof.

Llrt all rlales and counlier for propertier overlapping stare or county boundaries

Form Pr ared By
name/title t'li I I i am E. Wei kert

organization Historic Jasper, Inc. dare June 1982

street & number P.0. Box 325 telephone 8l 2 5

clty or lotyn Jasper
state Indiana 47546

12. State Historic Preservation Off
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- 
national X - state

-- 
local

Ar the deslgnated State Hlstoric Preservation oflicer for the National Hlstorlc preservatlon Act ol 1956 (publlc L^*F
f:l.t i::".1!|T1,:::,"-rll"-p_ropelv for Incluslon.in the Natlonat Register 

"no ""rrry 
irtat n has been evatuatedaccordlng to the crlteria and procedures set forlfr by lhe Nallonal park

State Hlstoric Preservation Officer signature

Indiana State Historic pres
tltls dare 12-30-92
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ation Office
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National Register of Historic Places
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Contingation street Gramel spacher-Gutzwe i I er Hse . ttem number Page 1

Because the house's sign'if icance
on any hjstorical connection with
as it was on the old.

Upon completion of the renovation
education center.

is based primarily on
its former site, it

now in progress, the

its architectura'l merit,
is as significant on its

house wr'll be used as an

and not
new site

adul t
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
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National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
Contiruation street Grame'l spacher-Gutzwei I er ltem number 9

Peat, l.lilbur D. Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth_lentgry. Chicago:
R. R. Do

Hilson, George R. History of Dubois County from Primitive Days to .|9.|0.

Jasper: George R. Wilson, .l9.|0.

Lou j svi I I e T'imes, August 'l 5, I 966.

Dubois County Daily Herald (Jasper), July 29, 1976

Deed Records
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